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Chartres Cathedral: Sacred Geometry

Who is Chartres Cathedral dedicated to?

How is the geographic site of Chartres Cathedral sacred? Think about how this connects to Stonehenge.

Describe the feeling of the interior of Chartres? How might it have affected medieval viewers?

What relic is kept in Chartres? How does it relate to the construction and dedication of a new cathedral?

What is the connection between relics and pilgrims? Connect this to the function and form of
Romanesque/Gothic churches.

What is the relationship of “sacred geometry” and the ideal body?

Stained glass is one of the noteworthy aspects of Gothic architecture. What is its function?

Describe some of the “sacred geometry” in the architecture of the plan and facade of Chartres.



9. How is the exterior of Chartres similar to the Hindu Lakshmana Temple?

10. The music you are hearing sung is Gregorian Chants. How do you think that affected an audience’s
interaction in Chartres?

11. Explain how flying buttresses and ribbed vaults influenced the change in architectural form from the
Romanesque to the Gothic.

12. Sketch a flying buttress and explain its purpose. How does it connect to the introduction of stained
glass?

Important vocabulary terms for medieval church architecture to know (nothing to write).

e Flying buttress e Radiating chapels
e Ribbed vaults e Pointed arches

e Barrel vaults e Tympanum

e Groin vaults e Portals

e Ribbed vaults e Rose window

e Clerestory e Transcept

e Stained glass e Choir

e Ambulatory e Crossing



